




Community Wide Food 
Drives a Huge Success

Residents of the Victoria Station Subdivision 
in Watkinsville collected 878 pounds of food 
through their neighborhood food drive as part 
of the Inaugural Beat Tech Food Fight.  This 
food will provide approximately 680 meals.

Above:  In celebration of 
Hunger Action Month, 
the Clarke County School 
District helped the 
Food Bank of Northeast 
Georgia collect over 4,175 
jars of peanut butter.

Below: Cleveland Road 
Elementary played a huge 

role in the success of the food 
drive bringing in over 1,000 

pounds alone. Pictured John 
Becker (FBNEGA), Amy Hill 

(CRES), James Sims (CCSD), 
Tanya Long (CRES), Ernest 

Hardaway (CCSD), and John 
Dukes (FBNEGA).

During September, in conjunction with the Inaugural Hunger Action 
Month, the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia partnered with the Clarke 
County School District in the first ever “Peanut Butter Food Drive.” Our goal 
was to collect 1,250 jars of peanut butter which would then be distributed 
once a month to hungry school children through our Food 2 Kids Program. 
The drive was so successful, collecting over 4,172 pounds of peanut butter; 
we are now able to provide these children with peanut butter twice a 
month. 
 

In October, the Junior League of Athens 
built upon that success of the “Peanut 
Butter Food Drive” and used their 
enthusiasm to host the first “Ravioli Roll.”   
Community Volunteer Deby Sorensen 
and a few of her friends, and their friends, 
and their friends....collected over 2,500 
cans of Ravioli during October as part 
of the Junior League of Athens grand 
total of 5,242 cans of Ravioli and $750 to 
support the Food 2 Kids Program. 

The intense football rivalry between 
Georgia and Georgia Tech inspired the 
third successful food drive; the “Beat Tech 
Food Fight”.  For the past 114 years, these 
two teams have slugged it out on the 
gridiron: this year the rivalry between the 
two schools took on a whole new chapter.  
The Food Bank of Northeast Georgia 
spearheaded the inaugural “Beat Tech” 
food drive and challenged the Atlanta 
Community Food Bank and Georgia Tech 
to see who could collect the most canned 
goods during the month of November.  
Thirty nine different participating groups 
managed to collect 20,638 pounds of food 
for the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia.  
Because of the success of the Food Fight, 
the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia will 
be able to provide 15,988 meals to those 
in need in our 14 county service area.  
The success of this food drive is valued at 
roughly $33,227!

Many businesses around town have also 
been inspired by the success of these food 
drives and have o�ered to be permenant  
�drop locations� for the Food Bank. These 
locations have been strategically located 

around town and include: Compass 
Church, St Joseph�s Catholic School, 
Jeannette Rankin Foundation, UGA 

Alumni Association, Athens Printing and 
Beachwood BP. 

For every dollar we receive, we are able to rescue $14 worth of food. So 
in truth, every dollar does make a difference.  While providing monetary 
donations to help support the Food Bank is critical:  food drives are also 
important. They help the Food Bank provide much needed nutritious food 
to our agencies that because of budget cuts or other funding reductions 
the Food Bank no longer has access to. “Many hands make light work.” 
Partnering with others to obtain results that no one person could achieve 
on their own was the key to three very successful food drives this fall.

Mobile Pantry Brings New 
Understanding of Need



Carrier Transicold Joins The Food Bank of Northeast 
Georgia’s List of Platinum Sponsors

Carrier Transicold, the world's 
largest manufacturer of 
heating, air conditioning and 
refrigeration equipment has 
been involved in the Athens 
community since the plant 
moved here 20 years ago from 
California.  Carrier believes in 
investing in the well-being of 
our communities and has a 
long list of community caring 
activities. 
 
This October, Carrier Transicold 
joined our exclusive list of 
platinum sponsors. They did 
so by graciously providing 
a new refrigeration unit for our 2002 Ford F-650 box truck. Their generosity 
will provide for approximately 12,800 meals to our friends and neighbors in 
northeast Georgia. 

Their support doesn’t stop there. So far, the have donated over 100 volunteer 
hours to the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia. They are committed to doing 
more. Employees have already scheduled volunteer hours once a month for the 
entire upcoming year. 

Carrier, as well as United Technologies', corporate citizenship is well known 
in the community.  Successful businesses improve the human condition. This 
belief guides their performance and is integrated into everything they do.  They 
do it because it the right thing to do.

Sponsors of the Food Bank of Northeast Georgia 

Platinum
Athens Housing Authority 
Carrier Transicold 
Dedicated Management Group 
Golden State Foods
Kroger 
Mayfield Dairy Farms
McLane Southeast 
Walmart 
 
Gold
Athens Area Health Plan Select
Cable East
Mission Foods 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company 
Classic Center 
 
A complete listing of Food Bank of Northeast Georgia sponsors are available 
on our website at www.foodbanknega.org.  To learn more about becoming 
a corporate sponsor to contact Tina Laseter at either 706-354-8191 or 
donations@foodbanknega.org.  For Information about volunteering contact 
Jim Pope at 706-354-8191 or volunteers@foodbanknega.org .

Athens Community Combats 
Hunger by Attending the 
2009 Empty Bowl Luncheon 

The 11th Annual Empty Bowl Luncheon 
to benefit the Food Bank of Northeast 
Georgia will be held March 18th – 
11:30 – 1:30 at the Classic Center in 
Athens, Georgia.  A ‘drop-in’ lunch event 
consisting of soup and a sandwich will 
help raise funds to combat hunger in 
our local area.  Handcrafted soup bowls 
have been created and donated by 
Rob Sutherland of Good Dirt Studios 
and will enable our event to ‘go green’ 
as we eliminate the need for plastic 
bowls by serving soup in the individual 
souvenir bowl each guest will receive.  
The memento will help to serve as a 
daily reminder of hunger in our local 
community. Twelve one-of-a-kind 
bowls, handcrafted and donated by 
local artists, will be featured during the 
Empty Bowl Silent Auction. 

To kick-off this year’s event Good Dirt 
Studios & Gallery located at 510-B N. 
Thomas Street – Athens, will host an Art 
Opening on February 13th  (4-8pm) to 
preview the twelve, one-of-a-kind bowls 
hand-crafted and donated by local 
artists, which will be featured during the 
Empty Bowl Silent Auction.   Attendees 
will be able to browse the artwork, visit 
with friends and talk with the artists who 
will be on hand to answer questions 
about their pieces.  The preview event 
is free of charge to the public. Area 
restaurants will feature these uniquely 
created bowls in their establishments 
from February 16th through March 
17th to help promote the Empty Bowl 
Luncheon and create awareness of the 
local fight against hunger.  Visit our 
website www.foodbanknega.org for a 
list of artists and area restaurants that 
will display the pieces.

Tickets to the Empty Bowl Luncheon are 
available for $15 each at the preview 
event, through the Classic Center Box 
Office or by contacting the Food Bank.  
Local corporations wishing to ‘treat 
their staff to lunch’ can pre-orders 
box lunches by March 11, 2009 to be 
delivered to their place of business.

A community effort  
to end hunger


